Polyneuropathy in paraproteinaemia.
Paraproteinaemias are frequently associated with peripheral neuropathies. "Benign" paraproteinaemia, myeloma and Waldenströms macroglobulinaemia may present clinically as polyneuropathy. Therefore immunoelectrophoresis is strongly recommended in the routine diagnosis of polyneuropathies of unknown origin. Peripheral neuropathies associated with paraproteinaemia are clinically, electrophysiologically, pathologically and probably also pathogenetically heterogeneous. There are subgroups such as demyelinating neuropathy associated with IgM paraproteinaemia, which show quite distinctive features. This survey describes the different types of paraproteinaemia and their associated peripheral neuropathies. The incidence, pathogenesis and therapy of peripheral neuropathy associated with monoclonal gammopathies are discussed.